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It’s a year since my election and I’m proud of what I’ve achieved so far. I’ve 
helped to resolve hundreds of cases for constituents, fought the sharp end of 
Westminster cuts, and brought cases straight to Ministers’ doors. I‘ve played my 
part in successful campaigns from cutting betting stakes to lifting cruel benefit 
restrictions placed on families who care for children with life-shortening 
conditions.

I’ll continue to stand up for the East End as best I can for as long as I’m your MP. 
As I enter my second year in office, my resolve only grows stronger to 
champion Glasgow East & protect it from damaging Tory austerity & policies.

Sunnyside pupils visit Westminster
The Ocean Defenders from Sunnyside Primary in 
Craigend continue to be an inspiration for their tireless 
campaigning to rid our waters of plastic waste.

I had the great pleasure of hosting these young people 
at Westminster recently at a reception where they 
demonstrated the problems that single-use plastics 
pose to MPs from across the UK, and spoke about 
their activism which has convinced big-name 
organisations such as Glasgow City Council and 
Calmac Ferries to ditch disposible plastic straws.

We also met with McDonalds to discuss plans to 
switch from plastic drinking straws to more 
environmentally-friendly ones.  It fills me with so 
much pride to see East End weans making such a big 
difference. What an honour to represent them!

Gambling campaign success

Regular readers will know that I’ve been busy battling 
the UK Government over the amount of money 
gamblers can spend per game on Fixed-Odds Betting 
Terminals - dubbed the “crack cocaine of gambling”.

I took to the streets from Baillieston to Easterhouse to 
ask people to sign my petition to demand that the UK 
Government reduce the harm caused by gambling by 
reducing the stakes at automated machines from 
£100 to £2, and brought that petition right to the 
Prime Minister’s front door.

I’m delighted to say that campaign has proven 
successful, despite powerful industry lobbying.

This change will literally save lives and seriously help 
to limit the damage caused to families and 
communities across the East End.
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Carers’ reception

The huge contribution that carers make to society 
sadly often goes unnoticed and so I wanted to do 
something to recognise our everyday heroes, people 
who truly go the extra mile every single day. I recently 
held a carers’ reception at my office as a small token 
to show my huge appreciation for these exceptional 
individuals.

Week-in, week-out, I see the value of carers at my 
surgeries, and of the fantastic support provided by 
Glasgow East End Community Carers - who I 
presented a cheque for the £2,661 I managed to raise 
by running the London Marathon recently. I know 
that every single penny will be put to good use.
 

Dogs Trust visit
Last month, I dropped in to Dogs Trust in Baillieston 
to find out more about the great work they’re doing. I 
got a great welcome from the staff as well as the 
dogs, and the visit proved to be a great opportunity to 
discuss dog welfare issues as well as spend time 
hearing about many of the rescue dogs currently 
awaiting their forever homes.

There are so many facets to Dogs Trust so it was very 
interesting to meet and learn about the other 
departments based at Glasgow; including Dog School 
who help new dog owners train their pets; and the 
Scottish Campaigns team, who hold events in local 
communities across Scotland to raise awareness of 
and support dog welfare.

Immigration must be devolved

At the start of May, I grilled the Department for Business, Energy & Industrial 
Strategy on the impact that restrictions on freedom of movement after Brexit 
might have on business. EU citizens contribute £4 billion to the economy in 
Scotland and I firmly believe that any such restrictions will have a colossal 
impact on small businesses in Glasgow's East End & across Scotland.

I agree with the Scottish Trades Union Congress - matters over immigration 
should be devolved to the Scottish Parliament. Only then will we see a fair 
immigration policy that places social, demographic, and economic needs over 
ideological rules that make no sense for Scotland. 

Better for Baillieston

I met with Cllr Elaine Ballantyne recently to discuss issues in the Baillieston 
area that are being addressed. Top of our list was digesting the 140+ 
responses to our survey in the Lowlands estate about problems with 
housebuilder Persimmon Homes. People have clearly been left with 
substandard work and a string of unfulfilled promises. We’re on the case!

We also discussed a range of other issues across the Baillieston ward, 
including parking issues affecting residents of Garrowhill and progress 
towards a new sports centre in Baillieston.



Pay discrimination must end

I’ve been campaigning for months now to end the pay discrimination faced by 
apprentices and under-25s which can see them paid as little as £3.70 an hour 
and so I was delighted to secure a debate last month on this very matter.

The UK government must stop discriminating against young people – and 
change the law to ensure that all workers are entitled to a real Living Wage. It 
is completely unacceptable that younger workers are being penalised just 
because of their age, and with no account being taken of their needs, 
responsibilities and living costs.
 
If the UK government won’t change the law then it must devolve the powers 
so that the Scottish Government can introduce a real Living Wage for all 
workers in Scotland.

Can’t spend a penny at the Shandwick Centre

One of the most commonly raised issues I heard during the Easterhouse 
charrette process was folk rightly being unhappy at the lack of access to 
public toilets in the Shandwick Centre.

Constituents keep raising this issue with me and I’m determined to keep 
the pressure on City Property to make good on their promise to open 
public toilets. In addition, the issue of disabled people needing to use these 
facilities just doesn't seem to have been taken into account.

The owners need to understand that accessibility isn't optional - it's a right. 
If my constituents are spending their pounds at the Shandwick Centre then 
they should be able to spend a penny too.

In Your Shoes - a bit later than planned!

Last year, I went ‘In Your Shoes’ during parliamentary recess and undertook a week of 
work experience across the East End. It was an incredibly rewarding experience, as well 
as being an insightful one and recently I asked people for their suggestions as to what 
jobs I could take on for round two of In Your Shoes.

After a flurry of interest and voting on my Facebook page, work placements were 
finalised and I was preparing to roll up my sleeves and get stuck in during the last 
week in May.

Unfortunately, I suffered a mishap whilst playing football and managed to break two 
bones in my left hand - leaving me unable to proceed with my planned work 
experience and forced to postpone it until later in the Summer.

So, although I’ve had to change plans slightly I’ll be going ahead with In Your Shoes again at the end of August. 
Please do follow my social media accounts for daily updates on my experiences as I take on working as a 
housing officer with Parkhead Housing Association, as a Support for Learning worker at Eastbank Primary School, 
delivering your mail with local posties, help out as a care worker at Greenfield Park Care Home, and help 
co-ordinate efforts at Glasgow North East Foodbank.



Working for you in every community across the East end of Glasgow
I run a number of regular surgeries throughout the East-end of Glasgow. All of these operate on a first-come 
first-serve basis and there is no need to make an appointment.

If you need help or advice, pop along to see me. If none of these times are suitable, please get in touch by 
email or phone.

Brexit update PUBLISHED ON 1ST JUNE 2018

Last month the Scottish Parliament voted 93 to 30 to refuse consent to the UK 
Government’s EU Withdrawal Bill. The SNP, the Labour Party, the Lib Dems 
and the Greens voted together as a united against the Tories - who have been 
left isolated and have proven just how much they’re out of touch with the 
Scottish people. Scotland’s voice must be heard and respected. Scotland isn’t 
the only devolved nation being overlooked in the Brexit process. Polling has 
shown a massive surge in support in Northern Ireland for EU membership. 
69% of people there now back staying in the EU; 13% higher than the actual 
result. Those who seek to ignore the devolved nations do so at their peril and 
the situation over the water should act as a warning sign to the UK 
Government - a hard Tory Brexit cannot be forged at our expense.

In May we also saw stark Brexit warnings from 100 key players in the UK’s food industry, including NFU Scotland. 
They say that the UK Government must guarantee continued access to permanent and seasonal workers following 
Brexit and urgently address shortages in seasonal labour that already exist. The warnings featured in a new ‘Food 
Supply Chain Manifesto’ which was published the same day the Association of Labour Providers warned that 49% 
of their providers do not expect to be able to source and supply enough workers this year. This reinforces fears that 
fruit and vegetables will be left to rot due to a shortage in agricultural labour in the agri-food sector across Scotland 
and the UK, which employs 3.8 million people and is worth £112 billion to the economy.

It’s not all doom and gloom though. At a time when economic thinking and debate is heavily focused on how we 
limit the damaging impacts of Brexit on Scotland, the recent report from the Scottish Growth Commission provides 
an opportunity to step back, to look at Scotland’s economic future with optimism and to focus on how we seize 
our opportunities and achieve our full potential as a nation. 


