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The year may be drawing to a close, but things certainly aren’t showing any sign
of slowing down. With the big Brexit votes finally due this month, I’ll be kept
rather busy down the road at Westminster. The forthcoming Christmas break
will be much needed! Whatever your plans, I wish you a very merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year when it comes.
And remember, if you want to be kept up to date with my work, you can sign
up online to receive this newsletter in your email inbox every month at
davidlinden.scot/newsletter

Campaign for paternity law change
I am very pleased to report that I have secured a
meeting with a UK government minister to discuss
my campaign to improve paternity leave for families
with a premature baby.
As the father of two children who were born
prematurely, I am calling on the UK government to
review parental leave for families whose child is born
early, and improve the provision and flexibility of
parental leave in these circumstances.
In a question to the Prime Minister last month, I
outlined my personal experience as a father of
premature children, and the lack of support that
current laws on paternity leave allow. In response,
Theresa May made a commitment that a UK
government minister would meet with me, and the
premature baby charity Bliss, to discuss the campaign.

Christmas card competition winners
I've unveiled the design of my Christmas card, chosen
from hundreds of entries from primary school
children from eleven different schools in the East end.
Although only one winner was originally planned, I
was overwhelmed by the quality of entries and
decided to produce a double-sided card to feature the
winning designs of Abbie O’Neil from Quarry Brae
Primary School in Parkhead and Zuzia Kapica from St
Maria Goretti Primary School in Cranhill. This year, my
card features their eye-catching designs depicting local
landmarks Cranhill Water Tower and the Forge
Shopping Centre. The Forge’s very kind sponsorship of
this year’s competition means that £500 will be going
to support the phenomenal work of Glasgow NE
Foodbank, directly benefitting some of the most
vulnerable families in the East end over the Winter.
The card is now being produced and delivered to
hundreds of recipients including high-profile figures
such as First Minister Nicola Sturgeon.

Breakfast of champions
Pupils and teachers from Quarry Brae Primary School in Parkhead visited
Westminster with me recently to receive a very special award from Kellogg’s
for running the best breakfast club in Scotland. To say I’m proud is an
understatement and it was an honour to join them as they collected their
award, and the £1,000 cash prize, which will enable them to make their club
even bigger and better. Breakfast clubs provide many benefits, from
improved attendance and attainment to tackling hunger in the morning and
providing pre-school care, and I hope Quarry Brae's excellent example
inspires others.

Whisky freeze welcomed
It was great to return to Dewars on London Road recently to celebrate the
freeze in duty for Scotch in the Budget. Among others, I lobbied the Treasury
for this freeze which will help protect hundreds of East End jobs which flow
from both Dewars and the adjacent Beam Suntory plant.
This is a crucial Scottish industry which cannot simply be treated as a cash cow,
and with strong growth on the gin line too, one that deserves our ongoing
support. I'll continue to do all I can to protect this vital trade, including from
the damage posed by Brexit.

Extra funds for children’s hospital
A few months ago I ran the Great Scottish Run to raise
money for a special cause, the Glasgow Children's
Hospital Charity. I visited the Queen Elizabeth
University Hospital last month to tour the facility and
to hand over a cheque for the £668 raised.
The charity does incredible work and whether it's
funding vital medical equipment on the wards or just
helping to support families on the unit with beads of
courage, I really can't begin to explain how much this
support means to families like my own. Thank you to
everyone who kindly donated!

Government gambling U-turn
The Chancellor’s recent Budget caused uproar when
he attempted to delay a planned reduction of the
maximum stakes allowed at Fixed Odds Betting
Terminals. Since then, he has been forced into a
U-turn following immense political and public
pressure from politicians and other stakeholders.
Following on from this, my SNP colleague Ronnie
Cowan successfully amended the Finance Bill,
inserting a New Clause in the legislation requiring a
review of the public health effects of these gambling
terminals, which will hopefully help to further tackle
the devastating damage that these machines cause.
This is an issue that I and others will continue to
campaign on to reduce the scourge of gambling
related harm.

Brexit update
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After months of inaction, November was certainly a busy Brexit month. We
finally got to see Theresa May's deal with the EU which has managed to unite
Leavers and Remainers. It's a shame for the Prime Minister though that it's
united them against her -- it really is some feat. She even managed to
haemorrhage more ministers from her government, including the Work and
Pensions Secretary Esther McVey as well as her second Brexit Secretary,
Dominic Raab.
Unable to sell her deal to her own cabinet or backbenchers, the Prime
Minister has been touring the UK trying to sell her deal to the public instead.
This included a short trip to Scotland in which she gave limited media
interviews, banned some journalists from her micromanaged visit to a factory,
and declined to meet any ordinary members of the public. Her public relations nightmare didn't last long though,
fortunately for her. She spent a grand total of around three hours in Scotland trying to sell her blindfold Brexit to us.
It seems that the Prime Minister is running scared from Scotland. Challenged by First Minister Nicola Sturgeon to
debate her on television about her Brexit deal, Theresa May has shown herself to be utterly incapable of defending
her plan from the First Minister's forensic scrutiny, insisting that she will only debate Jeremy Corbyn.
Mrs May's actions show that she knows that her deal is bad for Scotland. We stand to be poorer than we are now.
The Treasury's own analysis shows that our economy will suffer, with the Scottish Government's analysis showing
that every person in Scotland could be £1,600 worse off. The Prime Minister's special deal for Northern Ireland
would put Scotland at a serious competitive disadvantage. Northern Ireland's better access to the European Market
would undoubtedly lead to a drop in inward investment for Scotland, since companies would opt to set up base
across the water, seriously impacting jobs, investment and living standards in Scotland. The East end has already
been impacted by Brexit and if this deal were to pass through Parliament, then it would undoubtedly experience
further damage, risking businesses and jobs.
The Prime Minister wants to present the argument as her deal or no deal. This is,
quite simply, a false choice. There are other options, and it is time the Prime
Minister started listening. The SNP has, for example, repeatedly called for
continued membership of the Customs Union and Single Market as a realistic
compromise that would deliver the least worst Brexit. At all stages she has
refused to engage with us and other opposition parties. It is that lack of
consensus building which looks set to soon become Mrs May's undoing. As
Westminster continues to fail and ignore Scotland, many more Scots are
questioning the arrangement. Mrs May might be on the brink of losing the
confidence of her own MPs, but she may also find that as a result of her
mismanagement, Scots will have totally lost confidence in the United Kingdom.

Universal Credit to hit Glasgow

Yaldi for Aldi in Shettleston

The DWP is proceeding with the full roll-out of
Universal Credit across the East end of Glasgow on 5
December despite a report from the Resolution
Foundation research which found that 600,000
working families across the UK face
being worse off as a result, and that it
will cost more than system it replaces.
The way the UK Government has
rolled out Universal Credit has been
ideological rather than logical, and
this report proves that.

Shettleston residents have welcomed the opening of
the new Aldi store in the area. This is an exciting
development for the East end, bringing lots of new
jobs to the area. There’s a very clear focus on
locally-sourced fresh
Scottish produce in
store, meaning a
wider benefit for
the Scottish
economy along the
supply chain.

Remembrance efforts recognised
This year, Remembrance Sunday was particularly
poignant as it marked the 100th anniversary of the
Armistice and the end of World War One. I attended
the inaugural Remembrance Sunday service at
Oakwood Primary School in Easterhouse to pay my
respects. Primary 7 pupils there had identified the lack
of a war memorial within the local community and
arranged a Remembrance garden within the school
grounds, making use of a £250 grant from Youth
Bank. I visited the school again to present the pupils
with a motion of commendation for their thoughtful
efforts to remember those who sacrificed their lives in
order that we might be able to enjoy freedom today.

Parliament in the Pub returns
Parliament in the Pub is an initiative I've brought
forward to provide my constituents with an additional
way to speak with their Member of Parliament in
person. Complementing my existing schedule of help
& advice surgeries (see below for more information
about these), these additional pop-up surgeries aim to
provide a relaxed environment in which to have a
chat and they operate on a regular basis in pubs and
bars throughout the East-end of Glasgow.
The next Parliament in the Pub takes place in the
Auld Boat Hoose in Carmyle on Thursday 20th
December from 6-8pm and all are welcome to attend.

Working for you in every community across the East end of Glasgow
I run a number of regular surgeries throughout the East-end of Glasgow. All of these operate on a first-come
first-serve basis and there is no need to make an appointment.
If you need help or advice, pop along to see me. If none of these times are suitable, please get in touch by
email or phone.
Please note, that due to the Christmas and New Year break, the surgeries at Baillieston Library on 28th
December 2018 and Cranhill Development Trust on 4th January 2019 are cancelled.

