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Tories make cost-of-living crisis even worse
Rishi Sunak's Spring Statement can be summed up
with one simple phrase - 'Was that it?'
After the Chancellor's recent inadequate plan to
deal with soaring energy prices in which he tried to
convince people that a £200 loan was some sort of
rebate, I don't think people were expecting great
things from him in his March Statement. Somehow,
he managed to underwhelm everyone.

The Chancellor’s failure to act
Tory mini-Budget a missed opportunity:

⚡️ No real action to reduce energy bills
✂️ Keeps the £1,040 cut to Universal Credit
📉 Makes further real-terms cuts to benefits
👶 Fails to match the Scottish Child Payment
👛 Fails to reverse the real-terms pension cut
📈 Confirms a National Insurance tax hike
💷 Fails to introduce a Real Living Wage
😷 Fails to raise sick pay
🏚 Maintains the cruel Benefit Cap

The cost-of-living crisis is now a full-blown
emergency. Households have just suffered a huge
rise in their energy bills. The price of a weekly grocery
shop is noticeably increasing and shows no signs of
slowing as inflation remains high. Household
budgets are under the greatest strain in living
memory.
It really is no surprise that leading poverty charities
and think tanks have criticised the Chancellor's
Statement as "woefully out of touch", "deeply
disappointing" and "a drop in the ocean".
The Tories are failing to rise to the occasion. We are
facing the biggest drop in living standards since
records began. Rishi Sunak has completely failed to
address the crisis households face and it is perplexing
why he has made a conscious decision to leave the
most vulnerable worse off.

Figures released by the Resolution Foundation estimate that the number of people living in absolute poverty,
meaning those suffering a severe deprivation of basic human needs, will rise by 1.3 million next year.
The Tories could act now to prevent hardship and suffering. But instead, they are holding back vital financial
support in order to afford a slight tax cut in 2024 - a cynical pre-election bribe to voters South of the border.
There really is nowhere for the Tories to hide on this. The majority of families are being hit by a toxic
combination of Tory cuts, tax hikes and inflation. This Westminster crisis has been a decade in the making, and
despite all the smoke and mirrors, the fact is that millions of people will be hundreds or thousands of pounds
worse off this year as a result of austerity, manifesto-breaking tax rises and Tory failure.
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P&O scandal

Poverty game-changer

I was proud to stand in solidarity at a rally recently
with one of my Garthamlock constituents who has
been a victim of the mass-sackings by P&O of their
entire workforce. I’ve taken his case right to the top
- raising it in Parliament and holding the
Government to account over its inaction.

The SNP Scottish Government’s approach to
tackling poverty is a breath of fresh air compared to
that of the British Government in London.

For years now the SNP has been warning of poor
employment practices and the need for the British
Government to finally bring forward its promised
Employment Bill. What has happened to these
workers is a direct result of Boris Johnson’s failure to
keep his promise, yet again. With employment
reserved to Westminster, I believe this debacle
proves once again that we need the full powers of
independence to build a fairer nation for workers.

Not only has the “game-changing” Scottish Child
Payment been brought into existence in the past
few years, it continues to increase in order to meet
its aim of lifting tens of thousands of Scottish
children out of poverty.
This month, the Payment has doubled to £20 a
week and is due to be extended to under-16's by
the end of the year.
Now, in direct response to the cost-of-living crisis,
the Scottish Government has announced a further
increase to this support to £25 a week by the end of
2022, helping to lift 50,000 children out of poverty.

NE Recovery Community
It was great to be able to support the North East
Recovery Community’s coffee morning recently in
Garthamlock with our hardworking local SNP
Councillors Ruairi Kelly & Mandy Morgan.
The group is doing really vital work locally to help
those struggling with addiction issues, making a
real difference for families in the area.

The Child Poverty Action Group Scotland
welcomed the announcement, saying that “[The]
further £5 a week increase to the Scottish child
payment by end of 2022 is hugely welcome, in
stark contrast to the UK Chancellor’s lack of support
for families... On top of the doubling of the
payment to £20 it will make a big difference to
struggling families.” They join Save the Children
Scotland, the Poverty & Inequality Commission
Scotland, Trussell Trust Scotland, the Independent
Food Aid Network, Poverty Alliance Scotland and
many other anti-poverty organisations which have
celebrated the boost.

Constituency focus

Glasgow East loves local

The pandemic massively increased the demand on
my office for help and advice. Although things have
calmed a bit since the initial 500%+ jump in
requests for assistance, my office remains incredibly
busy and far from pre-pandemic ‘normality’.

With the vast majority of coronavirus restrictions
now dropped, small and medium-sized businesses
across Glasgow East are able to properly get back in
action and need your support. You can play your
part in the recovery from covid by trying to support
local businesses whenever you can. The Federation
Of Small Businesses estimates that for every pound
spent at an independent business, a massive 70p
stays in the local economy.

It has been a privilege to serve on the SNP
frontbench in Westminster first in the Housing brief
and more recently as the party’s Work and Pensions
spokesperson, but I've decided to step down in
order to focus more of my time on casework.
12 years of Tory austerity has already hammered
the very poorest in our communities - and the
current cost-of-living crisis is only making that
worse, so I want to focus all my efforts on dealing
more with day-to-day constituency work.

I recently visited Dawn Marie Feeney of DollyBird
Stationery at her stunning new premises in
Carntyne and spoke about the importance of
shopping local. With weddings back in full swing,
please support this wonderful business both
directly and by giving them a follow on social
media and helping to boost their profile.

Olympic success
It was a real honour to catch up with my Parkhead
constituent and Olympic champion Hammy
McMillan and present him with a Parliamentary
motion of commendation on his silver medal for
curling at the Beijing 2022 Winter Games.

Scrap the Cap
The Benefit Cap is a cruel Tory policy which impacts
disproportionately single-parent & BAME families.
Amid the cost-of-living crisis, this discriminatory
practice has got to go. I recently accompanied the
Poverty Alliance to deliver a petition to the Prime
Minister telling him to Scrap the Cap.

Bannerman fights racism

The Circle

I paid a visit to Bannerman High School last month
to mark the United Nations International Day for
the Elimination of Racial Discrimination with staff
and pupils.

The Circle is an organisation based in Easterhouse
that supports businesses to make a difference to
communities. It’s a community interest company,
meaning that it exists to benefit the community
rather than private shareholders. I popped in to visit
them recently on their open day and was genuinely
very impressed to learn about the services they
provide for enterprising individuals and groups in
the area from affordable consultancy, training and
workspaces to very reasonably-priced hot desks
available for people to rent in a welcoming, shared
environment.

The school has done a commendable amount of
work on inclusion and equality issues and it was an
honour to sign their charter which commits
signatories to being an ally in the fight to end
racism for good, and to challenge and report all
racist slurs, discrimination and abuse.
A massive congratulations to the school staff and
pupils for mobilising against racial discrimination
and injustice!

Charter for change
As many of you will know, The Charter on Tollcross
Road has been completely transformed from a
derelict pub into a welcoming church and
community café where everyone is welcome. I
recently welcomed the invitation and opportunity
to visit for a very wide-ranging discussion on local
issues and broader national and global problems.
The Charter has become an important community
hub and I look forward to visiting again.

For more information, visit The Circle's website:
https://www.thecirclecic.org.uk

Scrap the Cap
The war in Ukraine has forced many people to think
about how poor the refugee system is in the UK.
One organisation working to change minds and
policy on refugee and asylum issues is the VOICES
Network and I was recently delighted to speak with
my Shettleston constituent Yolanda who had
travelled all the way to London to lobby
parliamentarians and to spread the important
message that every refugee matters.

